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pay and half batta without any command as you may think best for
our service.

24.    By the military accounts of 1777/8 it appears that the heads
of contingent  charges,  boat charges,  hospital  charges  and  house  rent
amounted  to current rupees 7,91,908 which sum we trust will not be
exceeded in future; and even if possible a reduction made on this amount.

25.    The expence of the contracts for bullocks, elephants and camels
appears,  by the  same  accounts,   to have been current  rupees  3,06,000
within which sum we likewise hope it will be limited in future.

26.    We observe also that the contingencies for writers, sircars etc.
to the field officers are very exorbitant, and we point this out to your
attention for the purpose of making every possible reduction therein.

We have thought proper to direct that in future the senior
colonel commanding a brigade shall be considered as the officer next in
rank in Bengal to the Commander in Chief in India, and as such we
consent to his receiving an addition to the usual allowance of sonant
rupees 8000 per annum, it being our intention that after the departure
of General Stibbert the second in command shall not be promoted to
an higher rank than that of colonel.

28. It must be left to General Stibbert's option to take the above
posts but in the present emergency we cannot admit of his drawing the
large allowances he now enjoys.

We doubt much the necessity for continuing the establishment
of the Board of Ordnance, but upon this we mean not finally by this
dispatch to decide; but we have made a reduction in the expence of
that establishment as will appear by the list of military staff officers
accompanying this letter.

30.    We direct that such officers as may be thrown out of imme-
diate employ, in consequence of our orders on this subject being carried
into execution, may be allowed the pay and half batta of their respective
ranks in the service till vacancies happen, as it is not our intention, by
any means, to deprive them of a decent subsistance.

31.    Respecting the Commercial Department all new appointments
made therein since 1776, we have resolved, shall be abolished and the
salaries and allowances to the servants under that department reduced
to what they were in  1776,  and we rely on our Board of Trade for
immediately making every possible retrenchment in  the other  articles
of expence under their direction.

We positively order and direct that on the receipt of this letter
you immediately and without delay make the above retrenchments in
the Civil, Revenue and Commercial Departments and conform exactly